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desecrate our Bill of Rights to make a
political point. That is something that
will be very hard for this Nation to rise
above, and that is why this amendment
must be defeated.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL).

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pledge my enthusiastic sup-
port for the flag protection amend-
ment. I will be darned if I am going to
accept the technicalities that we talk
about and we have heard this after-
noon.

I know the law is technical, but we
are bogged down in technicalities.
There is a breeze, a gentle breeze going
through these Chambers today. Seven
hundred thousand brave men and
women gave their lives since the begin-
ning of this Republic. We ought to seize
back the responsibilities given to us by
the voters. We should never kowtow to
any other branch of government, re-
gardless of their decision.

The Supreme Court is not absolute.
Only God is absolute on any decision.
The fact that we quote Justice Scalia
makes me stronger in my conviction
that we must pass this.

This is not just any other symbol to
my colleagues and brothers. I am
sorry. This is not just any other sym-
bol. This is the symbol of democracy,
Mr. Speaker. We are here to uphold
that symbol. I am proud to stand with
those who support this resolution.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. SNYDER).

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, at the
end of this month I have a law review
article coming out in a University of
Arkansas at Little Rock Law Review
on the congressional oath of office. It
is a rambling discussion probably guar-
anteed to put the reader to sleep, but it
pulls together some of the history of
the Congressional oath of office. I in-
tend to distribute it to all Members
next month and seek out their
thoughts and criticisms.

In the course of that research, I ran
across some vignettes from history
that I think are relevant to this debate
today. Let me share with you some
news stories taken from the New York
Times in years of great strife world-
wide.

The first one I would like to read is
from April 7, 1917. Headline: Diners Re-
sent Slight to the Anthem. Attack a
Man and Two Women Who Refuse to
Stand When It Is Played.

There was much excitement in the
main dining room at Rector’s last
night following the playing of the
‘‘Star Spangled Banner.’’ Frederick S.
Boyd, a former reporter on the New
York Call, a Socialist newspaper, was
dining with Miss Jessie Ashley and
Miss May R. Towle, both lawyers and
suffragists.

The three alone of those in the room
remained seated. There were quiet,
then loud and vehement protests, but
they kept their chairs. The angry din-

ers surrounded Boyd and the two
women and blows were struck back and
forth, the women fighting valiantly to
defend Boyd. He cried out he was an
Englishman and did not have to get up,
but the crowd would not listen to ex-
planation.

Boyd was beaten severely when Al-
bert Dasburg, a head waiter, succeeded
in reaching his side. Other waiters
closed in and the fray was stopped. The
guests insisted upon the ejection of
Boyd and his companions, and they
were asked to leave. They refused to do
so and they were escorted to the street
and turned over to a policeman who
took Boyd to the West 47th Street Sta-
tion, charged with disorderly conduct.

Before Magistrate Corrigan in Night
Court Boyd repeated that he did not
have to rise at the playing of the na-
tional anthem, but the court told him
that while there was no legal obliga-
tion, it was neither prudent nor cour-
teous not to do so in these tense times.
Boyd was found guilty of disorderly
conduct and was released on suspended
sentence.

Another one, July 2, 1917. Headline:
Boston ‘‘Peace’’ Parade Mobbed. Sol-
diers and Sailors Break Up Socialist
Demonstration and Rescue Flag. So-
cialist Headquarters Ransacked and
Contents Burned, Many Arrests for
Fighting.

Riotous scenes attended a Socialist
parade today which was announced as a
peace demonstration. The ranks of the
marchers were broke up by self-orga-
nized squads of uniformed soldiers and
sailors, red flags and banners bearing
socialistic mottos were trampled on,
and literature and furnishings in the
Socialist headquarters in Park Square
were thrown into the street and
burned.

At Scollay Square there was a simi-
lar scene. The American flag at the
head of the line was seized by the at-
tacking party, and the band, which had
been playing ‘‘The Marseillaise,’’ with
some interruptions, was forced to play
‘‘The Star Spangled Banner,’’ while
cheers were given for the flag.

From April 5, 1912. Headline: Forced
to Kiss the Flag. 100 Anarchists Are
Then Driven from San Diego.

Nearly 100 industrial workers of the
world, all of whom admitted they were
anarchists, knelt on the ground and
kissed the folds of an American flag at
dawn today near San Onofre, a small
settlement a short distance this side of
the Orange County boundary line.

The ceremony, which was most
unwillingly performed, was witnessed
by 45 deputy constables and a large
body of armed citizens of San Diego.

And the last one from March 26, 1918:
Pro-Germans Mobbed in Middle West.
Disturbances Start in Ohio and are Re-
newed in Illinois, Woman Among Vic-
tims.

Five businessmen of Delphos, a Ger-
man settlement in western Allen Coun-
ty near here, accused of pro-Ger-
manism, were hunted out by a volun-
teer vigilance committee of 400 men

and 50 women of the town, taken into a
brilliantly lighted downtown street and
forced to kiss the American flag to-
night under pain of being hanged from
nearby telephone poles.

What do these stories have to do with
this very important and heartfelt de-
bate today so ably conducted by the
chairman and ranking member?

The decision we make today, it seems
to me, is a balancing, a weighing, of
what best preserves freedom for Ameri-
cans. There may well be a decrease in
public deliberate incidents of flag dese-
cration, acts that we all deplore, if this
amendment becomes part of our Con-
stitution, although they are already
quite rare.

On the other side of the ledger, if this
amendment becomes part of our Con-
stitution, in my opinion it will become
a constitutionally sanctioned tool for
the majority to tyrannize the minor-
ity. As evidenced by these anecdotes
from a time of great divisiveness in our
Nation’s history, a time much different
from today, government, which ulti-
mately is human beings with all of our
strengths and weaknesses, will use this
amendment to question the patriotism
of vocal minorities, will use it to find
excuses to legally attack demonstra-
tions which utilize the flag in an other-
wise appropriate manner, except for
the fact that the flag is carried by
those speaking for an unpopular minor-
ity.

Mr. Speaker, I do not think our Con-
stitution will be improved nor our free-
doms protected by placing within it en-
hanced opportunity for minority views
to be legally attacked ostensibly be-
cause of their misuse of the flag, but in
reality because of views that many
consider out of the mainstream.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on
this proposed amendment and for the
same reasons a ‘‘no’’ vote on the sub-
stitute.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Mississippi (Mr. SHOWS).

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of House Joint Reso-
lution 36, which would outlaw the phys-
ical desecration of the American flag.

Our flag represents the cherished
freedoms Americans enjoy to the envy
of other Nations. To our Nation’s vet-
erans and military retirees, it is a con-
stant reminder of the ultimate sac-
rifice they have made. Destroying our
flag is an affront to all Americans, but
to veterans and military retirees it is
much more than that. Our veterans and
military retirees have put their lives
on the line for our country, and the
American flag is one thing they can
hold and say, ‘‘This is what I have de-
fended with my life.’’

My father was a prisoner of war in
World War II, captured at the Battle of
the Bulge. He fought to protect our
democratic freedoms. If I did not vote
for this resolution today, he would
whip me, and I am 54 years old.

Mr. Speaker, he did not fight to let
Americans destroy the very symbol of


